PALLI SAMITI

of our national life was swallowed up by this depen-
dence. Swaraj will only be possible if this habit of
subservience is removed and replaced by a habit of
self-help. We must take back our life into our own
hands and the change must be immediate, complete
and drastic. It is no  use employing half-measures,,
for the disease is radical and the cure must be radical
also. Our aim must be to revolutionise our habits
and leave absolutely no corner of our life and acti-
vities in which the habit of dependence is allowed to
linger   or  find   refuge for its insidious   and  destruc-
tive  working;   education,   commerce,   industry,   the
administration of justice among ourselves, protection,
sanitation, public works, one by one we must take
them all back into our hands. Here again the village
Samiti is an indispensable instrument, for as this reso-
lution declares, the village Samiti is not to be a mere
council for deliberation, but a strong organ of execu-
tive  work.   It is to set up village schools   in  which
our children will grow up as good citizens and pat-
riots to live for their country and not for themselves
or for the privilege of dependent life in a dependent
nation. It is to take up the work of arbitration by
which we shall recover control of the administration
of justice, of self-protection, of village sanitation, of
small local public works, so that the life of the village
may again be self-reliant and self-sufficient, free from
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